The mandibular first premolar as an abutment for distal-extension removable partial dentures: a modified clasp assembly design.
Sound mandibular first premolars can be used as sole abutments for bilateral distal-extension removable partial dentures, if the denture is designed to minimise the torque applied to the abutment teeth. A simplified modification of the conventional torque-releasing clasp-assembly designs is suggested for these teeth. This modification entails a mesial rest on each abutment tooth connected to the distal proximal plate via a lingual bracing arm. A circumferential clasp arm is optional for buccal retention of the removable partial denture. As with conventional designs, the metal framework is designed to permit some rotational tissueward movement of the distal extension bases, yet not compromise the retention and stability of the prosthesis.